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Overview

In 2010, a total of 2,113 militant, insurgent and sectarian-related terrorist attacks were
reported from across the country, killing 2,913 people and injuring another 5,824. The
worst affected region of the country was the insurgency-hit province of Balochistan where
the highest number of attacks was reported (737), followed by the militancy-infested
Federally Administered Tribal Areas (720). Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) was the third
most volatile region of the country with 459 attacks; while 111 attacks were reported in
Sindh, 62 in Punjab, 13 in Gilgit Baltistan, six in Islamabad and five in Azad Kashmir.

If the casualties in terrorist attacks, operations by the security forces and their clashes with
the militants, inter-tribal clashes and cross-border attacks (including drone strikes and
incursions of NATO/ISAF forces in FATA) are counted, the overall casualties amounts to
10,003 people dead and 10,283 injured in 2010.

Pakistan witnessed an overall decrease in the number of violent incidents in 2010, the first
time that had happened since 2007. A total of 3,393 attacks were reported in 2010,
compared to 3,816 attacks in 2009, a decrease of 11 percent. The overall casualties also
went down, from 12,623 fatalities in 2009 to 10,003 in 2010. The number of people
injured in these attacks also declined from 12,815 in 2009 to 10,283 in 2010. The number
of suicide attacks across the country fell by 22 percent in comparison with 2009, with 68
suicide attacks in 2010, compared to 87 the previous year. Nearly half the suicide attacks
were concentrated in KPK. Attacks by US drones in FATA registered a 165 percent
increase in 2010 compared to the previous year. More than 87 percent of these attacks
were reported from North Waziristan Agency.

Comparison of casualties and violent attacks (2006-2010)
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In 2010, the number of terrorist attacks—including militant attacks, sectarian-related
attacks and clashes, incidents of ethno-political violence, inter-tribal clashes and attacks
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provincial capitals were among the cities worst affected by terrorist attacks in 2010;
Karachi suffered 93 attacks, Lahore 44, Peshawar 111 and Quetta 189 attacks.

Militant attacks in KPK registered a decrease of 60 percent—from 1,137 attacks in 2009
to 459 in 2010. Although the number of violent incidents was 7 percent lower in
Balochistan in 2010 than the previous year, the number of killings was 43 percent higher
than in 2009. Insecurity in the province further intensified in 2010 as such attacks grew in
intensity and spread to more districts of Balochistan. The number of attacks on security
forces and political leaders increased in Balochistan compared to 2009. While law
enforcement agencies' personnel had been targeted in 105 attacks in 2009, 144 such
attacks took place in 2010. Attacks on political leaders also went up from seven in 2009 to
34in2010.

In 2010, civilians accounted for 36 percent of the people killed and 63 percent of those
injured in such attacks. The number of civilian killed in 2010 was higher than that in the
previous year—from 3,476 in 2009 to 3,570 in 2010—an average increase of nearly
3 percent.

The security forces personnel killed in 2010 lost their lives mainly in terrorist attacks and
in clashes with the militants. As many as 1,211 security personnel were killed in 2010,

compared to 2,515 the previous year, a decrease of 52 percent.

«  Contact publications(@san-pips.com for the complete Pakistan Security Report 2010
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Conflict and Peace Studies
Volume 3, Number 4, Oct-Dec 2010

Contemporary Pakistan confronts extensive threats to
its security and stability from an assortment of local and
international militant outfits which operate within a
range of ideological, sectarian and ethno-nationalist
orientations and agendas. As incidents of terrorism and
violence continue unabated across Pakistan,
government and its security apparatus remain
susceptible to face domestic pressures to provide
security to the people and global criticism of country’s
strategic-level policies to deal with a plethora of
politically, ethnically and religiously motivated actors
of violence. In order to formulate effective strategies to
curb militancy and terrorism, analysts emphasize the
need to comprehend the complexities associated with
militant landscape of Pakistan and also develop discrete
understanding of the conflicts present in different parts of the country. Against this
backdrop, the recent issue of Conflict and Peace Studies (Conflict Analysis-1), divided
into two parts, analyses and discusses at length the complex nature of conflicts in Pakistan,
First part of the issue carries the outcome of recently concluded study on Balochistan by
Pak Institute for Peace Studies (PIPS), whereas the second part explores mainly the
dynamics of the conflict in Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA).

A PIPS Research Jowrmal
Conflict and Peace Studies
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) § Pak Institute for Peace Studies (PIFS)

The study on Balochistan, a strategic conflict analysis indeed, draws a comprehensive
depiction of the structures, actors and dynamics of the conflict, and suggests some
strategic interventions to reduce the risk of violence in the province. References of the
study are recent and depict important work in the field. One may disagree with some of the
findings of the report but feels it difficult to discard the empirical evidence it provides.
Although the study makes an important contribution to the literature on the subject, role or
position of regional players in conflict in Balochistan remain inadequately explored as
there is little material or analysis on this particular aspect.

The second part of the under-review issue of Conflict and Peace Studies focuses on
different dimensions of threat emanating from conflict in FATA in particular and terrorism
in general. First two papers in this part analyze the socio-cultural and politico-
administrative structures of FATA, discuss their relevance to rise of militancy in those
areas and highlight possible options to use these structures in conflict reduction or
counter-terrorism exercises. Third paper provides a comprehensive profile of Tehrik-e-
Taliban Pakistan, a major actor of violence in FATA. The final paper in this part critically
reviews Robert Pape’s thesis about genesis of suicide terrorism and looks into its
relevance for situation in Pakistan. Although second part of the issue is not as structured
and coherent as the first one — and it is natural because it consists of separately written
papers — yet it provides a deep insight into structures and actors of conflict in FATA.
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Discussion on Legality of Drone Strikes
Inside Pakistan

International law allows the civilian victims of US drone strikes in Pakistan to take the
matter to the courts of law. If drone strikes are declared unlawful by the United Nations,
the International Court of Justice or the Supreme Court of the United States (US), the US
will be legally responsible to stop such attacks, assure Pakistan of not repeating them and
“Ever since the Obama also provide compensations to the families of the innocent victims. Although the
international laws of war justify the use force in self-defense yet the principles of
distinction and proportionality can never be overlooked. These views were expressed by
the US, drone attacks have  p; Njaz A. Shah, an expert on intemational law and terrorism and Robert P. Barnidge, a
increased by three-folds in lecturer at the University of Reading while addressing a session on ‘Legality of Drone
Pakistan and the issue of Strikes inside Pakistan’ organized at Pak Institute for Peace Studies on 14 December 2010.
Robert Barnidge, accompanied by Dr. Shah, was in Islamabad to conduct field work for
the project “Assessing the Legality of Pilotless Drone Attacks under International

administration took over in

legality of drone strikes in

Pakistan has also assumed Humanitarian Law and International Human Rights Law™.
significant importance.??

Director PIPS Muhammad Amir Rana said in his introductory remarks that ever since the
Obama administration took over in the US, drone attacks have increased by three-folds in
Pakistan, and with such unprecedented increase, the issue of legality of drone strikes in
Pakistan has also assumed significant importance.

Dr. Niaz A. Shah said US relies on Article 51 of the UN Charter to justify the use of drones
inside Pakistan. He however noted that this particular article could only be implemented
‘if one state has attacked another state or a state maintains an effective control over the
non-state actors, which intend or have attacked the other state. The irony of the situation is
that Pakistan does not effectively control the region, rather it is fighting against the non-
state actors entrenched in the areas where these attacks are being conducted by US to
target the groups like Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan and al-Qaeda’.

Robert Barnidge was of the view that without determining the nature of the conflictin light
of international law, particularly Geneva Conventions and the United Nations Security
Council Charter, the legal status of CIA-operated drone strikes could not be established.
However, even if the Pakistani government has consented or tacitly approved US drone
attacks in Pakistan, it is legally required to assess each attack separately on the principles
of distinction and proportionality. Despite unconventional nature of the conflict and
seemingly invisible nature of the enemy, International laws and international
humanitarian laws are still applicable. The question of drone strikes’ efficacy becomes
irrelevant if proven unlawful, in the light of the international law.

The lectures were followed by an interactive discussion among the participants including
PIPS staff members and the guests including research analysts, scholars and media
persons from Islamabad.















